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MRS. RANSIER'S LETTER.
Miscellaneous Sunny Suggestions From
Sunshine Headquarters.

Oh, some one of eloquent brain

Some one of benevolent brow,
This awful enigma explain:

Pray, what shall we write about

now ¢
A —OQOectober Century.

Perhaps you do not know it, but
it’s a terrible thing to have to write
for people to read.' It’s all right to
write to tear up.

There is that constant straining
at the rope which keeps one from
writing out those big sweeping
thoughts that are deep inside. It is
considered by many quite improper,
or at least unprofessional to give to
the reading world an inkling of one’s
personality. There is that everlast-
ing avoidance of that pronoun, “I,”

* - - - - - \
as if it were @ microbe—as if it were

like playing one’s own brass band
and marching up the street with ban-
ners flying and small boys forming
the tail of the picture.

Then there is another difficulty
about writing. You start out to
write something about Sunshine, and
you wind up with a treatise on the
evils of gossip or a dissertation on
beauty culture. *

The third difficulty is (there is al-
ways a thirdly to every preachment
you know), the third difficulty is just
as soon as you begin writing, there
is sure to be some body who wants
something that you and you only can

- find, or you think of a hat you want

to trim, or the window box in which
you want to bury yourself and the
violets or geraniums from the yard,
before the frost geta them. Or ¢’
you have a “mad and despairing pas-
sion” to surprise the family with an
extra great big dinner this very day,
or you are “dying, thirsting, famish-
ing and aching” to curl up in a knot
in the cozy corner and read.

Now its perfectly right to get in
those violets before they freeze. It’s
perfectly right to supply the inner
man of the whole family generously,
abundantly. Nothing like good din-
ners (not too good) to keep them
good natured. Then the cozy corner
and the reading are all right too, at
their proper time, but

Our stay here in this beau-
tiful inn of life is like a little
dream of summer. It passes very,
very quickly. Omne can put out one’s
hands and almost touch the years of
childhood that have flown away and
gone like thistle-down feathers blown
by the breeze. We are tourists and
our stay may be brief or long. Sure-
ly we should make the best of so
splendid a privilege—not only make
the most of it for ourselves, but for
those about us.

When you have a happy or bright
little thought and pass it on to some-
body, you are making that man or

" woman think of better things. Do-

ing good is catching. There should

' be a State health officer to see that

everybody is inoculated with kindness
and can’t get well. .

All kinds of loveliness is a com-
modity of which humanity cannot
have too much. None could possibly
tire of seeing beautiful flowers. In

every mind there is a garden, and |

beautiful thoughts and kind words
are the buds and blossoms that one
can pick. A little nosegay handed
here or there will do no harm.

Now this is our corner; this page
of The Farmer. All you Sunshiners
that have sent your names in to be
on our State Sunshine books, and all
you who meant to, but haven’t got
around to it yet, and all the rest of
The Farmer readers who are just go-
ing to do so—that’s pretty much
everybody, you see—so we ought to
feel very much at home and make
this corner just as cozy as sunshine,
good-will and neighborliness ecan
make it.

I read last week of a Sunshine Cir-
cle in another State that have re-
solved to make it a rule of their
lives to every single day do a Sun-
shine act. Just think of it, seven in
a week; thirty in a month; three hun-
dred and sixty-five in a year; one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-
five in five years! My! what a record;
and what hapoiness would glow and
shine aroupd over our State from
mountain to ocean. The whole world
would point to us as the new Garden
of Eden, wouldn’t it? I’d a good
deal rather have that reputation than
one that we know of that is a joke
and by-word for every paper in the
land, where they say ‘the Lord’s
prayer reads: “@Give us this day our
daily feud.” '

Yes, this is our cozy coruer; will
you come in have a seat?

And a little gossig, too?

. Never mind about the big “sweep-
ing thoughts,” deep inside, or the edi-
torial “we” and the brass band “I”!
For we, you and I, and each one of
us, have a right to chatter here. 1
get so many, many letters, and they
nearly all wind up with, “Please don’t
publish this letter; I didn’t write it
for print.” Now, that isn’t
Lots of these letters have just heaps
of good things in them, and would
make this corner a heap cozier; but
of course I can’t put them here if
you say not, for I think there is
nothing quite so low and mean and
little and dispicable as making pub-
lic a letter, printing a communica-
tion, intended as private or personal
correspondence.

It is a breach of every law of
courtesy and decency that no lady
or gentleman, let alone a Sunshiner,
was ever guilty ‘of. Anyone doing
so, forfeits the right to any of those
nice names.

«But now, if we are going to have
a record of one thousand eight hun-
dred and twenty-five Sunshine acts
in the next five years, please remem-
ber that a little letter of apprecia-
tion or sympathy with Sunshine ef-
forts, written to me, is a Sunshine
act you can do any day when you
don’t have opportunity of doing much
else. v

Suppose you don’t write it all in

fair, |

one day, but add to it a little each
day. I will not publish your name
if you don’t wish me to, but I want
to feel free to “pass on” any pretty
posey or wholesome chatter that“may
be inside your envelope. This is our
O. C. O., which, interpreted, is—
Cozy, Chatter, Corner of the S. S. S.
—Secatter Sunshine Society. Come
in and chatter. Our president says
she is never auite so happy as when
she goes into a_room and finds all
the ladies talking—talking at once.

Then she knows there is something
doing, and something going to be
“did.”

Did you ever get into a room like
that where the chatter was just foam-
ing and bubbling over and everybody
was talking at once and nobody ap-
parently listening?

It’s lovely (and let me whisper it)
every last mother’s daughter of them
said what she wanted to say, but
she also heard and can tell you every
solitary thing everybody ‘else said
too.
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The Farmer who is not satis-.
fied with the prices he is ob-
taining for his products; who
desires an agreeable change of
climate, or who is anxious fo
obtain a home at low cost,
should buy a farm in the vicin-
ity of some busy manufactur-
ing center of the South, wheie
farming products are the high-
est, the prices of land the low-
est, and climate and surround-
ings the most agreeable.
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full particulars, write
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Poultry
Supplies.
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such as
Meat Meal,
Beef Scraps,

Blood Meal,

Bone Meal,

to take the place of the insects,
worms, etc., which poultry get in
summer. OYSTER SHE. and
GRIT are also prime necessities..

Write for Prices and Catalogue tell-
ing what to use for Success and Profit
th Poultry.

T.W. Wood & Sons, Seedsmen,
RICHMOND, - VIRGINIA.
“We carry complete stocks of Cyphers”
Incu and Brooders
Foé?:"an Producers, Lice and
Remedies, etc. -
Helpful Catalogue mailed free,

When writing advertisers, pleasc
mention this paper. , :
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Southern Cancer Sanatorium
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The Century

There is always one by
which the rest are measured.
In the magazine world, that
one has always been and is
to-day THE CENTURY. Ask

. writers where their best pro-
ductions are first offered; ask
editors which magazine they
would rather conduct; ask
public men where articles
carry most influence; ask art-
ists where they would prefer
to be represented; ask the
public what magazine is the
first choice among people of
real influence, and the answer
to each question is the same:
«THE CENTURY.” Are you
going to have the best in 1905°?

The new volume of THE

CENTURY i{regix;a wxg

November. early su

cription ; $4.00
A year’s subscription and

the twelve numbers of the

preceding year — complete

serials, novels, stories, Jack

- London’s “The Sea-Wolf,”

Dr. Mitchell’s * Youth of
Washington,” etc., etc.,—
back numbers and subscrip- 5.00
tion for coming year - - - $ e
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UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK /




